
Caution, these images are graphic and due to their sensitive nature should be accompanied by 
scientific explanation contained in the following copy.

Current images of observed polar bear cannibalism near Churchill, MB:  
ht t p ://www. n a t u r a l e x p o s u r e s . c o m/ p r i v a t e/p o l a r b e a r i n f a n t i c i d e/

Current b-roll video of the polar bears of Churchill available in HD  (does not include cannibalism 
imagery): ht t p ://ala s k a a e r i a l s . c o m/ v i d e o/p o l a r _ b e a r s _ N o v e m b e r _ 2 0 0 9 v 3 . m o v

All photos and video must remain watermarked and credited.

Increased  number  of cannibalisms  observed  in Western  
Hudson  Bay  polar  bears  

by  tourists  and  wildlife  officials

No v e m b e r  27,  2009:   Fo u r  inc i d e n t s  of  ad u l t  m a l e  pol a r  be a r s  ki l l i n g  cub s  for  foo d  ha v e  be e n  
rep o r t e d  to  Ma n i t o b a  Co n s e r v a t i o n  in  rec e n t  we e k s ,  a  gr i m  rem i n d e r  of  the  thr e a t  to  po l a r  be a r s  
po s e d  by  cli m a t e  ch a n g e  an d  the i r  sh r i n k i n g  Ar c t i c  sea  ice  ha b i t a t .

In f a n t i c i d e  oc c u r s  am o n g  al l  sp e c i e s  of  be a r s ,  bu t  ca n  be c o m e  ac c e n t u a t e d  am o n g  po l a r  be a r s  
wh e n  the y  run  low  on  fa t  res e r v e s  an d  be c o m e  hu n g r y  en o u g h  to  res o r t  to  can n i b a l i s m .  
Sc i e n t i s t s  pr e d i c t  tha t  wi t h  lat e r  for m a t i o n  of  ice  in  the  fal l  an d  ea r l i e r  br e a k u p  in  the  sp r i n g  
be c a u s e  of  cli m a t e  wa r m i n g ,  po l a r  be a r s  in  pl a c e s  lik e  W e s t e r n  Hu d s o n  Ba y  wi l l  ha v e  to  su r v i v e  
on  lan d  for  lon g e r  on  the i r  di m i n i s h i n g  fa t  res e r v e s  ins t e a d  of  hu n t i n g  sea l s  on  the  ice.  In  thi s  
ci r c u m s t a n c e ,  ad u l t  ma l e s  are  mo r e  lik e l y  to  res o r t  to  can n i b a l i s m .    

Th e  num b e r  of  ob s e r v a t i o n s  of  can n i b a l i s m  in  the  po l a r  be a r  po p u l a t i o n  ne a r  Ch u r c h i l l  thi s  yea r  
ha s  inc r e a s e d ;  in  pa s t  yea r s ,  Ma n i t o b a  Co n s e r v a t i o n  ha s  rec e i v e d  on e- to-two  rep o r t s  pe r  ye a r .  
O n e  of  thi s  yea r ’ s  ki l l i n g s  wa s  ob s e r v e d  in  W a p u s k  Na t i o n a l  Pa r k  an d  thr e e  ins i d e  the  Ma n i t o b a  
Co n s e r v a t i o n  Wi l d l i f e  Ma n a g e m e n t  Ar e a ,  inc l u d i n g  on e  wi t n e s s e d  by  vis i t o r s  an d  st a f f  of  
Fr o n t i e r s  No r t h ' s  Tu n d r a  Bu g g y ®  Ad v e n t u r e  on  No v e m b e r  19 th on  the  co a s t a l  tra i l  be t w e e n  
Pt a r m i g a n  Al l e y  an d  Go r d o n  Po i n t .

"Th e  las t  tim e  we  ob s e r v e d  a  ma l e  ea t i n g  a  cub  in  thi s  ar e a  wa s  10  ye a r s  ag o  an d  I rec a l l ,  in-
to t a l ,  thr e e  ins t a n c e s  in  tha t  ar e a  in  pa s t  24  yea r s ,"  sa i d  Jo h n  Gu n t e r ,  Ge n e r a l  Ma n a g e r  
of  Fr o n t i e r s  No r t h ' s  Tu n d r a  Bu g g y ®  Ad v e n t u r e .

“At  thi s  tim e  of  yea r ,  po l a r  be a r s  ar e  hu n g r y  be c a u s e  the y  ha v e  be e n  su r v i v i n g  on  the i r  st o r e d  
fa t  res e r v e s  si n c e  the  ice  co v e r  of  Hu d s o n  Ba y  bro k e  up  a  few  mo n t h s  ag o .  Th u s ,  da y s  the y  
sp e n d  wa i t i n g  for  the  sea  ice  to  re t u r n ,  the y  are  los i n g  we i g h t  an d  eve n t u a l l y  ge t  qu i t e  hu n g r y ,”  

http://alaskaaerials.com/video/polar_bears_November_2009v3.mov
http://www.naturalexposures.com/private/polarbearinfanticide/


sa i d  Dr.  Ian  St i r l i n g ,  an  Em e r i t u s  Sc i e n t i s t  wi t h  En v i r o n m e n t  Ca n a d a  wh o  ha s  st u d i e d  the  
W e s t e r n  Hu d s o n  Ba y  pol a r  be a r  po p u l a t i o n  for  ov e r  35  yea r s .  “Du r i n g  the  sum m e r  an d  au t u m n ,  
pol a r  be a r s  los e  up  to  30  pe r c e n t  of  the i r  bo d y  ma s s  be c a u s e  the y  bu r n  up  to  1  kg  of  st o r e d  
bo d y  fa t  ev e r y  da y  wh i l e  the y  are  wa i t i n g  for  the  ice  to  fre e z e .  W e  hav e  ob s e r v e d  tha t  the  
av e r a g e  bo d y  co n d i t i o n  of  the  W e s t e r n  Hu d s o n  Ba y  pol a r  be a r s  ha s  be e n  de c l i n i n g  for  al m o s t  
30  ye a r s .   By  mi d- to- lat e  No v e m b e r ,  if  the y  can’ t  ge t  on  the  sea  ice  to  fee d  on  sea l s ,  ma l e s  ma y  
se e k  ou t  al t e r n a t e  foo d  so u r c e s  lik e  sm a l l e r  be a r s .”  Be a r s  of  al l  ag e  an d  se x  cl a s s e s ,  wh e n  the y  
ge t  hu n g r y  in  lat e  fal l,  see k  al t e r n a t e  foo d  sou r c e s  an d  so  be c o m e  mu c h  mo r e  da n g e r o u s  
aro u n d  tow n s  an d  hu n t i n g  cam p s  al o n g  the  coa s t .”  

 “Kil l i n g  of  a  cub  for  foo d  by  an  ad u l t  m a l e  ha s  al s o  be e n  rec o r d e d  in  Sv a l b a r d ,  in  the  No r w e g i a n  
Ar c t i c .  An d  in  the  so u t h e r n  Be a u f o r t  Se a ,  wh e r e  the  bo d y  co n d i t i o n  of  po l a r  be a r s  ha s  al s o  
de c l i n e d  ap p a r e n t l y  be c a u s e  of  de t e r i o r a t i n g  ice  con d i t i o n s ,  we  hav e  al s o  rec o r d e d  fou r  ca s e s  
of  can n i b a l i s m  by  ad u l t  m a l e  be a r s  in  the  las t  few  yea r s ,  thi s  tim e  of  thr e e  ad u l t  fem a l e s  an d  
on e  ye a r l i n g ,”  ad d e d  Dr.  St i r l i n g .

Th e  av e r a g e  da t e  of  br e a k u p  of  the  se a  ice  in  W e s t e r n  Hu d s o n  Ba y  is  no w  ab o u t  thr e e  we e k s  
ea r l i e r  tha n  it  wa s  on l y  30  ye a r s  ag o ,  bu t  the r e  is  a  lot  of  va r i a t i o n  be t w e e n  yea r s .  In  2008,  the  
bre a k u p  wa s  lat e r ,  in  ea r l y  Au g u s t ,  so  the  be a r s  cam e  as h o r e  in  be t t e r  co n d i t i o n  tha n  in  mo s t  
rec e n t  yea r s .  Ho w e v e r ,  wi t h  the  cu r r e n t  de l a y  in  fre e z e- up,  thi s  ad v a n t a g e  ap p e a r s  to  no w  hav e  
be e n  los t.  Th i s  ye a r  ma y  be  an  ev e n  lon g e r  wa i t  for  the  be a r s  to  re t u r n  to  the  se a  ice  to  hu n t  as  
the  cu r r e n t  lon g  ran g e  for e c a s t  ca l l s  for  ab o v e  ave r a g e  tem p e r a t u r e s  in  the  reg i o n  un t i l  the  
se c o n d  we e k  of  De c e m b e r .   Tw e n t y  ye a r s  ag o,  the  av e r a g e  da t e  the  be a r s  re t u r n e d  to  the  ice  
wa s  No v e m b e r  8;  a  de c a d e  ag o  tha t  da t e  str e t c h e d  to  No v e m b e r  20.  

 “Wh i l e  the s e  im a g e s  ar e  ve r y  di f f i c u l t  to  loo k  at,  we  ne e d  to  rem i n d  pe o p l e  tha t  the r e  is  ho p e  
an d  ea c h  of  us  can  hel p  sa v e  po l a r  be a r s  an d  the i r  ha b i t a t ,”  sa i d  Ro b e r t  Bu c h a n a n ,  pr e s i d e n t  of  
Po l a r  Be a r s  In t e r n a t i o n a l .  “The  Ea r t h  now  ha s  the  hi g h e s t  lev e l s  of  CO 2  th a t  it  ha s  ha d  in  20-
mi l l i o n  yea r s ,  lon g  be f o r e  hu m a n s  evo l v e d .  In  sim p l e  ter m s ,  thi s  is  un c h a r t e d  ter r i t o r y  for  us.  Bu t  
if  hu m a n s  ha v e  cau s e d  thi s  pr o b l e m ,  we  can  fix  it.  Th i s  ha s  to  be g i n  wi t h  a  pe r s o n a l  
com m i t m e n t  to  red u c i n g  you r  ca r b o n  foo t p r i n t  thr o u g h  dai l y  ro u t i n e s  lik e  ut i l i z i n g  rec y c l e d  
ma t e r i a l s  an d  sa v i n g  en e r g y .  An d  the n  ch a l l e n g e  you r s e l f  to  ma k e  an  ev e n  bi g g e r  di f f e r e n c e  
thr o u g h  thi n g s  lik e  re f o r e s t a t i o n  an d  en c o u r a g i n g  ne w  tec h n o l o g y  to  re d u c e  gr e e n h o u s e  ga s e s ,  
inc l u d i n g  the  inc r e a s e d  use  of  ren e w a b l e  en e r g y  so u r c e s .”

“In  De c e m b e r ,  the  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  wi l l  me e t  in  Co p e n h a g e n  to  cr a f t  a  new ,  com p r e h e n s i v e  pl a n  
to  red u c e  the  wo r l d’ s  ca r b o n  foo t p r i n t .  It’s  imp o r t a n t  tha t  we  ill u s t r a t e  wh a t  we’ r e  ob s e r v i n g  in  
the  Ar c t i c ,  inc l u d i n g  the s e  gr i s l y  sy m p t o m s  an d  ef f e c t s  of  cli m a t e  ch a n g e  on  po l a r  be a r s ,  to  he l p  
br i n g  for t h  the  mo m e n t u m  an d  po l i t i c a l  wi l l  ne c e s s a r y  to  cr e a t e  the  ch a n g e  we  ne e d  to  pre v e n t  
irr e v e r s i b l e  da m a g e  to  the  Ar c t i c ,”  ad d e d  Bu c h a n a n .

Polar Bears International is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the worldwide conservation of 
polar bears and their Arctic habitat through research and education. 
www.polarbearsinternational.org 
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